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Religious Intellectualism in Iranian-Islamic Culture and Its
Transition to the Concrete and Non-Confessional Approaches
Hossein Saberi Varzaneh!

Religious intellectualism in Iran as a cultural movement has always made efforts
to suggest some reading of religion and sacred text that can be compatible with
theoretical and practical aspects of modern world. Intellectuals despite using
modern Christian theological works, but their approach is often 1- confessional
(based on authority of sacred text), 2- non-critical (paying no attention to the
modern critique of scriptures) and 3- abstractive (metaphysical-theological).
Non-confessional discussions (philosophy of religion, history and experiential
humanistic sciences) have been some means in their hand to assert their claims
in religious and theological issues. | think that in later decades we can see some
changes in religious intellectualism' views from abstractive-non-critical-
confessional to the concrete, critical and stronger non-confessional attitudes.
Sciences as linguistics, philosophy of language, history and psychology begin to
play more role in their works and based on this evolution, we can see 1-
profoundly radical critique of traditional point of view, 2- that the sacred text
itself and the tradition are the target of criticism by means of psychology (of
prophecy and prophet), linguistic paradigm and historical method. 3- more
awareness to the roots of mere and absolute secularism not just in political reign
and 4- as a result, descending the importance of theological and sacred text-
center point of view against non-confessional claims, because the context of

discussion is not based upon the acceptance of scripture authority.
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Relationship between Religion and Meaning of Life in the Horizon
of Culture (Geertzian Approach)
Hossein Saberi Varzaneh!

Religion as one of the most important factors in culture beside the art,
common sense, philosophy and science, has played significant role in
the history of human beings. We can consider religion as a sacred
message that god(s) has/have revealed to the humans, or as a
humanistic and this worldly phenomenon that has its history in the
cultural dimension of humanity. Clifford Geertz was one of the most
prominent American Anthropologists of 20" century that has studied
religion as a cultural system. He claimed that one of the most
important dimensions of religious life is its potentiality of meaning
giving to the whole of existence. Human beings need to live in
meaningful and knowable sphere. Religion responses to this
requirement by its twofold mutual functions: cognitive and emotional
one. Religion in his conception is a symbolic system that in one hand,
provides a worldview about the general order of existence (cognitive
function), and in other hand, establishes powerful and pervasive
emotions surrounding the worldview (emotional function). But these
two aspects do their functional mutually. The cognitive aspect makes
the world familiar and emotionally livable and mutually the emotional
aspect motivated by worldview, give acceptability to the cognitive
one. Geertz believed that religious mythology especially by
performance, reflects these two functions in best. Spectators
reconstruct their conception of the world mentally and feel familiar
motivations and moods psychologically, the two necessary things to
have the meaningful world and life.

Keywords: Geertz, Religion, Culture, Meaning, Worldview,
Emotions.
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